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CHAPTER 1 
 

WORD-BUILDING BASICS 
 
 

Exercises (pp. 17–18) 
 

1. Why has Latin influenced English vocabulary much more than Greek 
has? 

 
 Before around 1500 CE there was little direct contact between the 

Greek and English languages. Greek was not widely known in 
England or even Western Europe. Latin, however, has influenced 
English in several ways. Indirectly it has influenced English 
through the languages that developed from Latin (the Romance 
languages, mainly French, Italian, Spanish and Portuguese). 
Directly it has influenced it through contact between Romans 
and the Germanic tribes that settled in southern Britain and 
through the Christian church and scholarship, for both of which 
Latin was the official language. 

 
2. From which Latin word is the English word mile? Explain the 

relationship between the two words. Use an English dictionary if 
necessary. 

 
 The English word mile comes from the Latin word milia, which 

means “thousand” (milia passuum, “a thousand paces”). It is a 
loan word from the Old English mil. 

 
3. List five towns in North America or Britain that end in -chester or 

-caster. Consult an atlas if necessary. 
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 Manchester   Chichester    Lancaster 
 Rochester    Colchester    Winchester 
 Doncaster    Ilchester    Dorchester 
 Tadchester  
 Note also: 
 Worcester    Gloucester    Towcester 
 
4. Give concise definitions of the following terms: 
 a. base 

 
 part of an English word derived (in terms of this book) from 

a Greek or Latin word; the base usually has a constant 
meaning and a constant form 

  
 b. combining vowel  
 
  a vowel used to link a base with subsequent elements 
  
 c. suffix 

 
 an element that can only be added to the end of a base or 

word 
  
 d. prefix 

 
 an element that can only be added to the beginning of a base 

or word 
  
5. Give the plural form of each of the following words: 
 a. crisis, crises 

 b. stimulus, stimuli 
 c. stratum, strata 

 d. prolegomenon, prolegomena 

 e. appendix, appendices 

 f. hippopotamus, hippopotami 
 g. formula, formulae 
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 h. thesis, theses 

 i. bacterium, bacteria 

 j. corpus, corpora 
 
6. Give the singular form of each of the following words: 
 a. cacti, cactus 

 b. alumni, alumnus 

 c. metamorphoses, metamorphosis 

 d. vertebrae, vertebra 

 e. media, medium 

 f. consortia, consortium 

 g. diagnoses, diagnosis 

 h. indices, index 

 i. data, datum 

 j. moratoria, moratorium 
 
7. Sort the following words into the appropriate grammatical categories. 

Be sure to pay particular attention to the suffixes. Use an English 
dictionary if necessary. 
 bigamy, bigamist, demonize, plastic (2), mysticism, 

Cypriot (2), plagiarize, neologism, aphrodisiac (2), rhythmic, 
logic, ethics 

 
Nouns Adjectives Verbs

bigamy 
 

rhythmic demonize 

bigamist 
 

 plagiarize 

plastic 
 

plastic  

mysticism 
 

  

Cypriot 
 

Cypriot  
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Nouns Adjectives Verbs
neologism 
 

  

aphrodisiac 
 

aphrodisiac  

logic 
 

  

ethics 
 

  

 


