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ADVERTISING

The remarkable state of preservation of the walls of Pompeii, bur-
ied by Mt. Vesuvius in 79 CE, gives us a privileged look at the art
of advertising. For advertising in a political context, see “Politics &
Government.” Advertisements could be scratched on walls or, for
greater impact, painted on them. Two or more men would go out, one
(the albator, “whitener”) in charge of white-washing areas of the wall
and the other (the scriptor, “writer/painter”) who painted the actual
notice. These men often signed their work, even indicating they plied
their trade by night (ad lunam, “by the moon”).

Sports Advertising
Consider this advertisement for upcoming gladiatorial games:
“Twenty pairs of the gladiators of Decimus Lucretius Satrius Val-
ens . .. and ten pairs of gladiators of his son, Decimus Lucretius
Valens, will fight at Pompeii from April 8-12 . ... There will be
awnings.” Tucked inside the large “c” of the first “Lucretius,” we
read “Celer painted this,” and to the right, “Aemius Celer painted

this by himself, by moonlight.”
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Facsimile of Pompeiian advertisement for gladiatorial games. (Courtesy of Rex
E. Wallace, An Introduction to Wall Inscriptions from Pompeii and Herculaneum,
Bolchazy-Carducci Publishers, 2005)
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“Kilroy Was Here,” Roman-Style
The brief message, “Paris was here,” parallels modern tourists’ graffi-
ti. Paris was apparently a mime who was famous in Pompeii, and he
knew that a little self-promotion helps any performer. Mimes were
not the only people advertising their services: “At Nuceria, you will
find Novellia Primigenia by the Roman Gate in the brothel district.”

Landlord Seeking Tenant

Mixed-use buildings are extremely common in urban settings, with a
shop at streetlevel and apartments above. Compare this ad from Pom-
peii: “To rent, from the first of July, in the Arrius Pollio block owned
by Gnaeus Alleius Nigidius Maius, shops [tabernae] with their own
pergulae, floors above worthy of the upper class, and ahouse. Potential
lessees should make application to Publius, slave of Gnaeus Alleius
Nigidius Maius.” The word pergula takes on many meanings (hovel,
brothel, open-air school), but in this context it might mean either a
mezzanine or an upstairs office.

I Heart Candida
A certain woman named Candida (“Blondie,” “Fair-one”) pops up in
a few places in Pompeii, usually containing the phrase Candida me
docuit (“Candida taught me.”). The fullest form of the graffito reads,
“Blondie taught me to hate dark girls. I will hate them if I can, but I
will love them not unwillingly.” The graffito, found in the House of
Scientists in Pompeii, is especially clever because it contains echoes
of Ovid’s Amores (3.11.35): “I will hate if I can, if not, I will love re-
luctantly.” In short, to quote a song from the 1940s musical Finian’s
Rainbow, “When I'm not near the girl Ilove, I love the girl I'm near.”

Ancient Trolling
Of course, there was negative advertising as well, what we might
today call trolling. A disgruntled customer scrawled this on a wall
outside aninn: “T hope similar frauds happen to you, innkeeper! You
sell the water but drink the pure wine yourself.” It was customary
for the ancients to drink diluted wine, but this innkeeper seems to
have gone too far.



ANIMAL WORLD
Loyal Pets

Hachiko, an Akita breed of dog, was born in 1923 and became
the pet of a professor of agricultural science at the Tokyo Imperial
University. He used to greet his master at the train station every
afternoon as the professor came home from work. After his master’s
death in 1925, Hachiko faithfully kept up the practice every day
until 1935. To this day one of the station’s five exits is watched over
by a bronze replica of the dog, and ceremonies of remembrance are
held each year to honor his loyalty. Several examples of faithful dogs
exist in antiquity.

Wagging His Tail Till the End
In Homer’s Odyssey, when Odysseus returned home twenty years
after leaving for Troy, he found his dog Argos sitting on a dung pile
outside the gates of Ithaca, exiled by the suitors pursuing Penelope.
Argos saw through Odysseus’s disguise, wagged his tail in joy, and
immediately died.

War Hero Dog
A less well-known story involves a dog that lived three hundred
years or more after Homer. In late September 480 BCE, King Xerx-
es of Persia had invaded Greece and was marching toward Athens,
which he eventually burned to the ground. Prior to his arrival, the
Athenians abandoned the city. Aboard one ship was Xanthippus,
the father of famed politician Pericles. The Athenian women and
children had gone to Troezen for safety and surely took many pets
with them, but Xanthippus’s dog stayed by his master and, when
the ship set sail, swam in pursuit for a long distance, only aban-
doning it to stagger out onto the beach of Salamis near a long,
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