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Letter 6.4

Separation Anxiety

C.PLINIUS CALPURNIAE SUAESS.

1 Numquam sum magis dé occupationibus meis questus,

quae mé non sunt passae aut proficiscentem té valétadinis causa
in Campaniam prosequi aut profectam € vestigio subsequi.

2 Nunc enim praecipué simul esse cupiébam, ut oculis meis
créderem quid viribus quid corpuscul6 appararés, ecquid
dénique sécessus voluptatés regionisque abundantiam inoffénsa
transmitteres.

3 Equidem etiam fortem té non sine cira désiderarem; est enim
suspénsum et anxium dé e6 quem ardentissimeé diligas interdum
nihil scire. 4 Nunc véro mé cum absentiae tum infirmitatis tuae
ratio incerta et varia sollicitadine exterret. Vereor omnia,
imaginor omnia, quaeque natira metuentium est, ea maximé mihi
quae maximé abominor fingo. S Qué impénsius rogo, ut timori
meo cottidié singulis vel etiam binis epistulis consulas. Er6 enim
sécturior dum lego, statimque timébo cum légero. Vale.

First Reading Short Answer Questions

Who is writing to whom? How do you know?

Therefore, to whom does me refer (line 3)? To whom does te refer (line 3)?

first person:

second person:

Considering your answer to question 2, to whom do all the first person and second person verbs refer?
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What are some words that stand out to you? What are some potential themes that arise from these
words?

Finally, based on your first reading and the information gathered from the questions above, what do
you think is the central concern of this letter?

Multiple Choice Comprehension Questions

Who is the subject of the first clause (Numquam sum . .. questus)?

a. Pliny b. Calpurnia

What is the author complaining about in the first sentence (Numquam sum . . . subsequi)?

a.  The author’s duties are preventing the b.  The author wants to leave Campania,
author and recipient from being together. but duties will not allow it.
c.  The author’s duties have caused illness. d.  The author’s duties are difficult.

What does the author want in lines S—6 (Nunc enim . . . apparares)?

a. tosee Campaniain person b.  to experience the pleasures of Campania
c.  tohear that the recipient of the letter is d. toexperience the good health that comes
getting better from a stay in Campania

What does the author want in lines 68 (ecquid denique . . . transmitteres)?

a. that the recipient leave Campania to b.  that the recipient take over duties in Rome
go home

c.  that the recipient send some delicacies of d. that the recipient be able to enjoy
Campania Campania without any harm

What emotion is the author experiencing in line 9 (Equidem ... desiderarem)?

a. joy b. fear

c. anger d. longing
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6. What emotion is the author describing in lines 9-11 (est enim . ... scire)?
a. joy b. fear
c. anger d. longing
7. What is the cause of the emotion described in lines 9-11 (est enim . . . scire)?
a. lack of time b. lack of knowledge
c. lack of energy d. lack of resources
8. Inlines 11-14 (Nunc... fingo), the author indicates that he has
a.  begun to think the worst b. decided he needs to rush home
c.  begun to look for a solution d. begun to lose hope
9.  What does the author ask the recipient to do in lines 14-15 (Quo impensius . . . consulas)?
a. return home b. notwork so hard
c.  write frequent letters d. fear the future
10. What does the author believe will result if the recipient fulfills this request?
a.  The author will get some temporary b.  The problem will be solved.
relief.
c.  The author will be able to finish his d.  The recipient will recover from illness.
duties.
Multiple Choice Grammar, Syntax, and Rhetoric Questions
1.  Whatis the present infinitive of sum ... questus in line 2.2
a.  quaerere b.  queri
C.  querare d. quaesere
2. Whatis the antecedent of quae in line 3?
a. ego (implied) b.  magis
c.  occupationibus d.  valetudinis
3. What word does the participle proficiscentem in line 3 modify?
a. quae b. me
c. te d. valetudinis
4.  prosequi and subsequi in line 4 are infinitives. Why?

a. complementary infinitives b. historical infinitives

c.  infinitives of purpose d. infinitives in indirect statement
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S.  What kind of clause is ut oculis meis crederem in lines 5—-6?

a. purpose clause b. result clause

c. indirect command d. indirect question

6. Whatkind of clause is quid viribus quid corpusculo apparares in line 62

a. purpose clause b. result clause

c. indirect command d. indirect question

7. What case is secessus in line 7?2

a. nominative b. genitive

c. dative d. accusative

8. What do suspensum and anxium in line 10 modify?

a. te b. eo

c. quem d.  nihil scire

9. Why is diligas in line 10 in the subjunctive?

a. indirect question b. relative clause of characteristic

c. temporal clause d. purpose clause

10. Which word does incerta in line 12 modify?

a. absentiae b. infirmitatis

c. ratio d. sollicitudine

11. Who or what is the subject of est in line 132

a. omnia b. Pliny

C. quaeque d. ea

12. What part of speech is impensius in line 14?

a. noun b. adjective

c. adverb d. verb

13. What type of clause is ut timori meo cottidie singulis vel etiam binis epistulis consulas in lines 14-15?

a. purpose clause b. result clause

c. indirect command d. indirect question

14. Why is timori meo in the dative case in lines 14-15?

a.  dative of indirect object b. dative of reference

c.  dative of possession d. dative with special verb
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1S. What tense and mood is legero in line 162

a.  present indicative b.  present subjunctive

c.  perfect subjunctive d. future perfect indicative

Questions to Guide Translation and Interpretation

Line 2

Translate the phrase Numquam sum magis . .. questus.

Line 3
What is the subject of sunt passae?

Translate valetudinis causa idiomatically.

Line 4
What type of participle is profectam and what word does it modify?

Lines 5-6

Explain what question the phrase ut oculis meis crederem answers.

Translate ut oculis meis crederem in this context.

Line 6

What case are viribus and corpusculo? Why are they in this case? Translate them in this context.

Line 7

Who or what does inoffensa describe? Translate inoffensa in this context.
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Line 9

What rhetorical device is represented by the phrase non sine cura? Translate non sine cura.

Line 10

What is the antecedent of quem? To what does the antecedent refer?

Line 12

What is the subject and what is the direct object of the verb exterret? Explain how the subject and
object fit together in this sentence.

Line 13

What form is metuentium? What case and number is metuentium? Translate idiomatically.

Line 14

What case, number, and gender is quae? What is its antecedent?

Describe the use of Quo in the phrase Quo impensius rogo.

Line 15
What tense and mood is consulas? Why?
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Lines 15-16

Describe how the tenses of the verbs in the last sentence indicate the sequence of actions (Ero enim
securior dum lego, statimque timebo cum legero).

Translation

Translate the following passage, sticking as closely to the Latin as possible without obscuring the meaning.
Make sure to use the information gathered in the preceding sections as you work.

C.PLINIUS CALPURNIAE SUAES.

Numquam sum magis de occupationibus meis questus,

quae me non sunt passae aut proficiscentem te valetudinis causa
in Campaniam prosequi aut profectam e vestigio subsequi.

s Nunc enim praecipue simul esse cupiebam, ut oculis meis
crederem quid viribus quid corpusculo apparares, ecquid
denique secessus voluptates regionisque abundantiam inoffensa
transmitteres.




