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Chapter 1
Introduction to the Greek Alphabet

Note fr om the Author
Th e goal of section 4, Dividing Words into Syllables, is not to teach students to divide 
syllables perfectly. First, it provides an introduction to the concept of a syllable for 
those students who have not encountered this idea. Secondly, it shows a way for stu-
dents with reading diffi  culties to break up longer words into smaller, more manageable 
pieces. And fi nally, it sets the stage for the concept of syllable stress. 

Be on the lookout for students who need extra support with reading. Help them to 
divide the words so that each syllable begins with a consonant if possible. Th is makes 
pronunciation less awkward. Th en have them look at only one syllable at a time and 
pronounce it, before going on to the next syllable. I have found this method surpris-
ingly eff ective. By taking the time to teach all students to read Greek, you are opening 
up a new avenue of language input for them; that is, they can now learn vocabulary 
words both visually and auditorily. 

Since Greek accents are very technical, and have limited value for understanding 
Greek texts, only the most ambitious students should spend time on them. It is suf-
fi cient for most students to learn a) the names of the three Greek accents and b) that 
in Greek, accented syllables are stressed.

Answers to the Chapter Exercises
3. Th e Lett ers α, δ, ε, ι, κ, ο, τ

A. Say the names of these lett ers. Which lett ers are vowels?

α, ε, ι, ο

4. Dividing Words into Syllables
Divide these words into syllables.

1. κα•τά 4. τό•τε 7. δι•ό
2. δέ•κα 5. δι•ά 8. δέ•κα•τα
3. κα•κά 6. δεκ•τά 9. ἄ•κα•κα
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5. Syllable Stress
Pronounce the English words slowly, dividing them into syllables. Identify the stressed syllable.

1. ac•ci•den•tal•ly 4. e•van•ge•list
2. ce•le•brate 5. o•ri•gi•nal
3. ar•rest 6. con•tro•ver•si•al

11. Th e Lett er ω
Say the names of these lett ers. Identify the vowels. 

α, ε, ι, ο, ω

13. Capital Lett ers in the Greek New Testament
A. Greek capital lett ers usually resemble either the corresponding lower case Greek lett er or 

their English equivalent. Write the lower case Greek lett er that corresponds to each 
capital lett er.

1. μ 8. ν
2. κ 9. ω
3. α 10. ρ
4. τ 11. δ
5. ο 12. ι
6. ε 13. π
7. σ

C. Pronounce these place names and match them with their English equivalents.

1. Tarsus: the city where the apostle Paul was born
2. Spain: a province in the western Roman Empire
3. Pontus: a Roman province on the Black Sea
4. Rome: the capital of the Roman Empire
5. Macedonia: the ancestral territory of Alexander the Great 
6. Sodom: an ancient city destroyed along with Gomorrah
7. Cana: a town in Galilee where Jesus performed his fi rst miracle
8. Zion: the hill in Jerusalem where the city of David was built
9. Patmos: the island where John, the writer of Revelation, was exiled
10. Asia: a Roman province located in the west of modern Turkey
11. Sinai: the mountain where the Ten Commandments were given
12. Neapolis: a city on the western coast of Italy


