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Chapter 49

Introduction to Present
Middle/Passive Indicative Verbs

This embroidered image of the resurrection of Jesus would have formed part of an altar frontal. The rich
silk, cotton, and linen threads in this medieval Florentine work would have once been adorned with gold.

1. Vocabulary

NOUN
AvdoTaocis —£we, 1 resurrection
VERBS
AMw Iloose, untie; I release, set free; I destroy;
I break (alaw) [catalyst]
oVVAYW I gather [synagogue]
dTOTATOW I place in subjection; (pass.) I am subject;
I submit
PREPOSITIONS
omiow (+ gen.) after, behind; (as an adverb) after,
behind, back
7o (+ gen.) by; (+ acc.) under, below [hypodermic]
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A. Extend your vocabulary: Use the new vocabulary to guess the meaning of these words.

1. aviotnu 2. Omomddiov —ov, 16 3. bdmotayn —fg, 1

B. Test yourself: Translate these words from memory.

1. omiow S. Omo + gen.
2. bmo +acc. 6. ovvayw

3. avactaotg 7. YdmoTAOOW
4. Mw

C. Testyourself: Give the genitive form of dvaotaoig.

2. Active, Middle, and Passive Voices a—p

Verbs have five aspects: tense, voice, mood, person, and number. In the first volume of this
text, you learned about person (first, second, and third) and number (singular and plural).
You have alreadylearned about verbs in the present tense, active voice, and indicative mood.
In this chapter, you will be introduced to the middle and passive voices, and in future chap-
ters you will learn about different tenses and then different moods.

Voice has to do with whether the subject of a verb does or receives the action of the verb.
The subject of an active verb does the action of the verb. The subject of a passive verb re-
ceives the action of the verb. The subject of a middle verb both does and receives the action
of the verb. Middle verbs are less common in Greek than passive verbs.

Active  PAénw I see; I am seeing
Passive  PAémopar  Iam seen; Iam being seen

Middle PAémopar  Isee myself; I see for myself

Sometimes, the meaning of the middle or passive form of a verb is not obvious from
the meaning of its active form; this meaning will be indicated in the lexicon. For example,
the meaning of 6pdw in the active voice is “I see,” but the meaning in the passive voice is “I
appear.”

opaw  Isee; (pass.) L appear

Sometimes, the distinction between Greek active and middle voice doesn’t reflect typical
English usage. For example, when the verb cvvdyw describes someone gathering other peo-
ple or things together, the active form is used. When the verb describes members of a group
gathering themselves together, the middle form is used. Both of these situations, however,
are translated into English as “gather.”
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Ac

Middle xai covdyetat mpdg adTov xAog TAEioTOG.

tive  Oepilw 6mov ovk Eomelpa kal cLVaYw 0ev 00 Sieokdpmioa.  Matt 25:26
I reap where I did not sow and gather where I did not scatter.

A great crowd gathers near him.

Mark 4:1

The forms of middle and passive verbs in the present tense are the same. Below is the
present middle/passive indicative conjugation of Aw. (In this book, Mw is used as a model
for conjugations since it is both short and regular.) You should learn this conjugation by heart.

Singular  Plural
Ist person  Adopat Avopeda
2nd person Aoy Aveabe
3rd person  Abetau Avovtat
A. Observe
1. What is the stem of Abw?

2. What are the present middle/passive indicative endings?

B. Write the present middle/passive indicative conjugation of \ow. Translate all the forms
both as passive and middle voice.

C. Give the present passive indicative conjugation of S13doKkw.

D. Translate these verbs. (Assume they are passive, not middle.)

—_

2
3
4

Aappavopeda

YpageTat
. PAémy

KnpovooovTal

S. Ddmotdooopal
6. ¢épeade
7. Aéyovrat

8. ywaokopat

9. ebpioky

10. xpivetat

11. éyeipeae
12. cvvayopeda

E. Test yourself: Write the present middle/passive indicative conjugation of \ow from

memory.

*

k%

original ending —cat later.

The complete conjugation of Mbw is found in appendix IX.

The original second person singular ending was —eoat. The o dropped out, and € + a1 > 1. You will see the
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3. Genitive of Agent and Dative of Agent Y

When the passive voice is used in a sentence, the subject receives the action of the verb. A
thing that causes the action of a passive verb is indicated with the dative of means.

Active 6 vopog fpag Siddoket. The law teaches us.
Passive fjpeis 7@ vouw Si8aokdpeda. We are taught by the law.

Sometimes a prepositional phrase with éx or 8ia + genitive is used instead of the dative
of means. In this situation, the preposition ¢k may also be translated as “by.”

Active  8¢v8pov éx 10D i8iov kapmod yvwokopev:  We know a tree by its fruit.

Passive  8év3pov éx ToD idiov kapmod yvwoketar A tree is known by its fruit.

The person doing the action of a passive verb may be indicated using v 76 + genitive. This
is called the genitive of agent.

Active 6 Si18dokadog Npuag Siddoket. The teacher teaches us.
Passive fjpetg d1o ToD SidaokdAov Sidaokopeda.  We are taught by the teacher.

The dative of agent (with or without ¢v) can also be used to indicate the person doing
the action of a passive verb.
Evp£0nv év toig éut pf) (ntodorty.  Rom 10:20
I was found by those who were not seeking me.

Identify each genitive of agent or dative of means. Then translate the sentences.
1. 6 80DAog v7o ToD KVpiov oo TEMETAL.
2. oimovnpol taig ypagaig kpivovrat.
3. Pamtifopeda HSatt.
4

0i AdyoL D70 T@V OA@Y dKovoVTaL.

4. Readings from the New Testament 5

1. 000¢ kaiovov AbXvov kal TIOéaoy adTov HTTO TOV H6dtov &M €Tl THV
Avyviav, kal Adpmet TaoL Toig €V Tf) 0iKiq.  Matt 5:15
kaiw Ilight, burn
Adxvog—ov, 6 lamp
uo6dog—ov, 6 agrain-measuring container of about eight quarts; basket, bucket
Avyxvia-ag, ) lampstand
Adpunw Ishine, give light
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10.

Kai 6g od AapPdavel ToV oTavpov avtod kai dkodovlel dmiow pov, ovk
gottv pov dlog.  Matt 10:38

oTavpog—ov, 0  cross

&V yap T dvaotdoet odte yapodowy odte yapilovrat, &M @g dyyeAot
£V T oVpavQ €loV.  Matt22:30

Yapéw Imarry
yapilw Igive (abride) in marriage

Kal ovvdyovtat mpog avtov oi Dapioaior kai TIveg TV ypappatéwy.
Mark 7:1

MapBa MdpBa, pepipvag kai BopvPaly mepi moMd, vog 8¢ éotiv ypeia.
Luke 10:41-42

MapOa-ag,f) Martha, a close friend of Jesus, along with her sister
Mary and brother Lazarus

pueptpvaw Iamanxious; Iworry

OopvPalew Itrouble, bother, distract

Ymokprrai, ékactog DPOV T@ caPPatew od AveL TOV fodv adTod f TOV
dvov amd Thg aTYNG Kal . .. ToTilel; Luke 13:15

dwoxptig—od, & hypocrite, one who pretends to be other than what he is
Bobg, pods, 6 ox

6vog—ov, 0,1 donkey

Qatvn -ng, 1 stable

motifw 1give (something) to drink

Kal cvvdyovoty adta kai eig To TOp fAMovoy kal kaieTat.  John15:6

kaiw Iburn

3L TOVTOV DUTY APETIG AUAPTIOV KATAYYEAETAL.  Acts 13:38

deotg —ews, 1] forgiveness, cancellation
katayyéMe [ proclaim, make known, preach

Avdpeg adelgoi, £yw Qapioaids eipt, viog Dapioaiwy. Tepi EAmidog kal
AVAOTACEWG VEKPDY YW KPIVOUAL.  Acts23:6

doot yap ITvedpat @eod dyovtat, odtot viol Ocod €iotv. Roms:14



Unit XII1: Present Middle/Passive Indicative Verbs

11.

12.

13.

14.

1S.

0 8¢ TVELPATIKOG AVakpivel T TAVTa, adTOG 8¢ VT’ 00SeVOg dvakpiveTat.
1 Cor2:15
wvevpatikdg -1 —6v  spiritual
dvakpivw Ijudge, evaluate
Kal TVEDUATA TPOPNTAOY TPOPNTALG DTOTATOETAL, OV YAP £0TLY
axatactaciag 6 Oedg AMa eipfivng. 1 Cor 14:32-33

daxaractacia —ag, 1) disorder; confusion
0V...£07Tv...00e05... GodisnotaGod...

gmeldn) yap St avBpwmov Bdvatog, kai 8t avOpwmov dvaoTactg vekp@v.
1 Cor 15:21

éme1dn)  since, because
el 8¢ ITvevpatt dyeobe, ovk £0TE DTTO VOPOV.  Gal5:18

A wg 1) éxkAnoia dmotaooetal ¢ XpLtot®, o0 Tws kai al yvvaikeg Toig
avdpdowy év wavti. Ephs:24

Find examples of these constructions in the Readings in this chapter.

1. middle verbs
2. passive verbs
3. genitive of agent
4

dative of agent



