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2 • Chapter One

Exercises, p. 3

I. Write the English meaning for each Latin expression:

1. ab ovo usque ad mala from eggs to apples, from beginning to end

2. ab ovo from the egg, from the beginning

3. ab initio from the beginning

4. ad hoc to this, for this purpose

5. ad hominem to the man, personal

6. ad infi nitum to the infi nite, endlessly

II. Fill in the blank with the Latin expression that is translated in the parentheses:

1. Our town has formed an ad hoc (for this purpose) committee to look into the 
issue of recycling.

2. The group will consider the present program ab ovo, or ab initio (from the 
beginning).

3. Then, the committee will redesign the program ab ovo usque ad malo (from 
beginning to end).

4. One of the members of the new committee has a reputation for talking 
ad infi nitum (endlessly), but no one will make an ad hominem (personal) 
attack on him.



Answers to Chapter One • 3

Exercises, p. 5

I. Write the English meaning for each Latin expression:

1. ad libitum (ad lib.) at pleasure, without preparation

2. ad nauseam to seasickness, to the point of disgust

3. alibi elsewhere, defense of being elsewhere when a crime
 was committed 

4. alma mater nourishing mother, school or college attended, or
 school song

5. alumnus, alumna foster child, graduate of a school or college

II. Review all the Latin expressions you have learned. Then match each expression with 
its English meaning:

1. J ab ovo usque ad mala A. elsewhere

2. A alibi B. without preparation

3. D ad hoc C. from the beginning

4. H ad hominem D. for this purpose

5. G ad infi nitum E. graduate of a school 

6. E  alumnus, alumna F. nourishing mother

7. B  ad lib. G. endlessly

8. F alma mater H. personal

9. I  ad nauseam I. to the point of disgust

10. C  ab initio J. from beginning to end


