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Exercise 1.2

Julius Caesar on Sacrificial Customs of the Gauls
Caesar, De Bello Gallico, Book V1.16*

Natio est omnis Gallorum admodum dedita religionibus,

atque ob eam causam, qui sunt adfecti gravioribus morbis
quique in proeliis periculisque versantur, aut pro victimis
homines immolant aut se immolaturos vovent admin-
istrisque ad ea sacrificia druidibus utuntur, quod, pro vita
hominis nisi hominis vita reddatur, non posse deorum
immortalium numen placari arbitrantur, publiceque eius-
dem generis habent instituta sacrificia. Alii immani mag-
nitudine simulacra habent, quorum contexta viminibus

membra vivis hominibus complent; quibus succensis cir-
cumventi flamma exanimantur homines. Supplicia eorum
qui in furto aut in latrocinio aut aliqua noxia sint compre-
hensi gratiora dis immortalibus esse arbitrantur; sed, cum
eius generis copia defecit, etiam ad innocentium supplicia
descendunt.

* Caesar, Volume 1, The Gallic War, Loeb Classical Library Volume #72, translated by H.J. Edwards. Cambridge, Mass: Harvard
University Press, 1994. The Loeb Classical Library ® is a registered trademark of the President and Fellows of Harvard College.
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Translation of “Julius Caesar on Sacrificial Customs of the Gauls”

All the nation of the Gauls is very given to superstitions, and for this reason, those who are affected by
more serious illnesses and those who are involved in battles and dangers, either sacrifice people as vic-
tims or vow that they will sacrifice themselves and use Druids as ministers to these sacrifices, because
they believe that unless the life of a man is returned for the life of a man, the will of the immortal gods
cannot be placated, and they publicly have sacrifices of the same kind established. Others have likeness-
es of immense size, the limbs of which, entwined with vines, they fill with living men; and when these
are set on fire the men are killed, surrounded by flames. They consider the punishments of those who
have been caught either in theft or banditry or other crimes more pleasing to the immortal gods; but
when a supply of that sort is lacking, they descend even to the punishments of innocent people.
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. Nominative
. Genitive

. Dative

. Accusative

. Ablative

. Ablative

. Ablative

. Accusative

. Accusative

. Ablative

. Ablative

. Genitive

. Nominative
. Genitive

. Accusative

. Genitive

. Accusative

. Nominative
. Ablative

. Accusative

. Accusative

. Ablative

. Ablative

TRANSLATION

all the nation

of the Gauls

to religions/superstitions

on account of this cause; for this reason
by rather/more serious diseases
in battles and dangers

for [sacrificial | victims
men/people

themselves

[they use] the Druids [as] ministers
[for] the life

of a man

a life

of the immortal gods

the spirit/divine will

of the same kind

sacrifices instituted /in place
others

of immense size

likenesses /images

the parts woven together

with living men

when these have been set on fire
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24. Nominative men surrounded

25. Ablative by flame

26. Nominative punishments

27. Genitive of them /those

28. Ablative some crime

29. Dative to the immortal gods

30. Genitive of this kind

31. Nominative a supply

32. Accusative [to] the punishments

33. Genitive of innocents/ innocent people

Disputanda Page 16

Caesar describes the Gauls’ customs as exotic curiosities, with some of the condescension a “civilized”
man has for more “primitive” people. He dwells upon their custom of human sacrifice, especially the
detail of placing the victim in a wicker cage before immolating him.

There are countless examples of contemporary authors describing foreign peoples. Students may be
interested in works of anthropologists such as Ruth Benedict ( Chrysanthemum and the Sword), Margaret
Mead (Coming of Age in Samon), Robert Lowie (Are We Civilized?), Marvin Harris (Our Kind), or
Clyde Kluckhohn (Mirror for Man). Of even greater immediacy are accounts in the news of life in coun-
tries such as Iraq or Afghanistan.

Exercise 1.3 Pages 17-18

Translation of “Caesar Predicts the Coming of a New Golden Age with the Birth of a Child
(Whose Identity is Still Debated)”

The final age of the Sibylline prophecy has now come; the great order of the ages is newly born. And
now Justice returns, the rule of Saturn returns, now a new offspring is sent down from high heaven.
You, Lucina, only favor the boy being born, through whom the iron age first will cease and a golden
age will arise in the whole world; your Apollo now reigns. To such an extent will this glory of the age
be in you, while you are consul, Pollio, and the great months will begin to proceed; under your leader-
ship, if any traces of our sin remain, null and void they will release the earth from perpetual fear.

1. A 5.C 9.C 13.D
2.D 6.D 10. B 14. D
3.A 7.C 11. A 15. B
4. B 8.B 12. C 16. D

Disputanda Page 18

The rest of this Eclogue may be read in translation in the Loeb Classical Library’s Volume 1 of Vergil,
Guy Lee’s Virgil: The Eclogues (Penguin, 1984), The Eclogues of Virgil: A Translation by David Ferry
(New York, 1999), Eclogues and Georgics of Virgil, translated by David R. Slavitt (Baltimore, 1990), and
others.



