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A SHORT GUIDE TO CLASSICAL MYTHOLOGY

Absyrtus (ab-sir’tus) was Medea’s brother. See Argonauts (Colchis).

Acastus (a-kas'tus) was a king of Thessaly. For the story of him, his wife, and
Peleus, see Salmoneus.

Acestes (a-ses’téz), king of Drepanum, Sicily, entertained Aeneas (Wander-
ings).

Achates (a-ka’téz) was the constant companion of Aeneas.

Achelous (ak-e-16’us), a river god, wrestled with Heracles for the hand of
Deianira, and lost.

Acheron (ak’e-ron) was one of the rivers in the realm of Hades (Under-
world).

Achilles (a-kil’€z), a Greek warrior, was the greatest hero of the Trojan War.
Acis (a’sis) was the lover of the Nereid Galatea. See Sea Deities.

Acontius (a-kon'ti-us), of the island of Ceos, loved Cydippe, the daughter of
rich parents who would not permit her to marry him. Acontius threw an
apple to Cydippe, on which was written, “I swear by Artemis to marry no
one but Acontius.” Cydippe read the inscription to herself aloud (as was the
usual practice in antiquity). When, subsequently, her parents sought to
marry her to other men, Cydippe would grow ill each time the wedding
approached. At last the parents consulted an oracle, learned that Cydippe’s
oath was binding, and permitted her to marry Acontius. The principal ver-
sion of the story in ancient literature is Ovid’s, in the Heroides. William
Morris tells the story at length in The Earthly Paradise (1868-1870).

Acrisivus (a-kris’i-us) was the father of Danae. See Perseus.

Actaeon (ak-té’on) was turned into a stag by Artemis and killed by his own
hounds.

Admetus (ad-mé’tus) was the husband of Alcestis.

Adonis (a-do’nis), beloved of Aphrodite, was killed while hunting.
]
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Adrastus (a-dras’tus) was the leader of the Seven against Thebes.

Aeacides (€-as’i-déz) means son of Aeacus, but is applied to Achilles and Ajax,
grandsons of Aeacus.

Aeacus (€’a-kus), son of Zeus and the nymph Aegina (eponym of the island of
that name), married Endeis, daughter of the centaur Chiron (or of the robber
Sciron, whom Theseus killed). Their children were Peleus and Telamon. By
another wife, Psamathe, Aeacus had a son Phocus. Phocus was murdered by
his two half-brothers, who consequently went into exile, Peleus into Thessaly
(see the story of Acastus, Hippolyte, and Peleus, under Salmoneus), Telamon
to the island of Salamis. Peleus and Telamon both took part in the expedition
of the Argonauts and in the Calydonian Boar Hunt. For Peleus” marriage to
Thetis and for their son Achilles, see Trojan War (Background). Telamon
married Periboea, and by her had as son the great Ajax of the Trojan War.
Telamon accompanied Heracles (ninth Labor) in his expedition against Troy,
was given Hesione by him, and had a son Teucer, also a hero of the Trojan
War, by Hesione. Aeacus was famous as a just man. On one occasion, when
all Greece was suffering from famine, the country was saved by the interces-
sion of his prayers to the gods. Another time, when the inhabitants of Aegina
had died of a plague, Zeus replaced them by turning ants into human beings.
These were the Myrmidons (“ant” in Greek is myrmex), who went to Thes-
saly with Peleus and were the soldiers of Achilles at Troy. Aeacus became,
after his death, one of the three judges who assign to the dead their proper
places in the underworld.

Aeetes (e-€'tez) was the father of Medea. See Argonauts (Colchis).

Aegaeon (é-je’on), also known as Briareus, was one of the hundred-handed
giants, sons of Earth and Sky.

Aegeus (€'jus) was the father of Theseus.

Aegina (€-ji’na) is the name of an island near Athens, and of the eponymous
nymph of it, mother of Aeacus by Zeus.

The Aegis (€’jis) was a protective cloak or shield worn by Zeus (see beginning
of article) and Athena.

Aegisthus (é-jis’thus) was the son of Thyestes, and the lover of Clytemnestra.
See Atreus.

Aeneas (€-né’as) was the founder of the Roman people and the hero of the most
important of all Roman stories (some of the component parts of which are to
be found also in Greek writers) and of the great epic poem of Virgil, the
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Aeneid. He was the son of Aphrodite and the Trojan prince Anchises. For the
story of his birth, see Aphrodite.

Aeneas was in the Trojan War but was not very conspicuous; twice he was
saved in battle by the intervention of his goddess mother, once from Ajax and
once from Achilles. The story of his escape from Troy with his father
Anchises, his son Ascanius, and a group of followers is mentioned under
Trojan War (The fall).

There follows a period of wandering and attendant adventure, in external
appearance like the story of Odysseus’ wanderings, just as the story of the
troubles of Aeneas and his men in Italy, which are the subject of the second
half of the Aeneid, is externally like the story of fighting at Troy told in the
Iliad. But fundamentally the story of Aeneas, as told by Virgil, is unique:
Aeneas is neither a shrewd, resourceful, inquisitive adventurer like Odysseus,
nor a brilliant and violent warrior hero like Achilles; he is in search of home,
he is the man of piety, gravity, and responsibility. The picture of him as he
leaves Troy, with his aged father on his back, his son led by the hand, his
household gods carefully preserved, typifies Aeneas.

Wanderings. Aeneas and his group land first in Thrace, meaning to settle
there, but are driven away from the place when they find that it is accursed:
Aeneas plucks a young shoot from the ground, and is horrified to find that it
bleeds; then he hears a mournful voice from the ground, warning them to
leave; it is the voice of Polydorus, youngest son of Priam, sent here for safety
during the war but murdered by King Polymestor for the gold that he brought
with him. Next they call at Delos, to consult Apollo about where they should
go to find their new home. Misinterpreting the oracle, they believe that the
god instructs them to go to Crete. When they try to settle in Crete, they are
driven away by a pestilence. In a vision, Aeneas receives instructions to go
west, to Italy. Next they visit the island of the Harpies, the hideous bird-
women who figure also in the story of the Argonauts; they receive further
prophecies from the Harpy Celaeno. They make a stop at Epirus, where they
see Andromache and Helenus, now living there together, Neoptolemus having
been killed. Their next stop is in Sicily, where, after a narrow escape from
Charybdis, they pick up a Greek, Achaemenides, who was left there, in the
land of the Cyclopes, by Odysseus and his men when they fled. After a stop
in the west of Sicily at the kingdom of Drepanum, ruled by Acestes, where
Anchises dies, they are blown off course and carried to the shore of Africa, in
the vicinity of Carthage. The storm which drives them has been raised by
Neptune at the request of Juno, who hates the Trojans and constantly
hampers their efforts to establish a new home. '

At Carthage they are kindly treated by the queen, Dido. At a great banquet,
Aeneas tells the story of the fall of Troy and his subsequent adventures. By a
trick of Venus, who wants to secure for her son and his men a cordial welcome,
Dido falls hopelessly in love with Aeneas, and believes that he will stay there
to become her consort. But Aeneas is finally forced to leave, by the will of the
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gods: Jupiter sends Mercury to order him to go. Dido commits suicide in grief
and frenzy.

Italy. After another brief stay in Sicily, they make their way to Italy, first
to Cumae, near Naples, where the Cumaean Sibyl guides Aeneas to the
underworld. Aeneas here sees many denizens of the underworld, even as
Odysseus does on his visit, and he sees, too, many spirits of illustrious Romans
to be, and hears from Anchises, whom he has gone to the underworld to con-
sult, prophecies of Rome’s coming greatness.

The rest of Aeneas” adventures take place in the region of Latium, near the
site of Rome. At first King Latinus and his subjects, the natives of the area,
welcome the Trojans, and Lavinia, daughter of Latinus, is betrothed to
Aeneas. But Juno, implacable in her hatred of the Trojans, again stirs up
trouble. She rouses Queen Amata, wife of Latinus, to frenzy by sending to her
the Fury Alecto. Amata had always favored as spouse for Lavinia the leader
of the neighboring Rutulians, Turnus. War breaks out between the Trojans,
with their allies the Etruscans, and the Latins and their allies, who include
Turnus and his men, the beautiful maiden warrior Camilla, Mezentius, exiled
Etruscan king, and his son Lausus. Various incidents of bravery and adven-
ture take place. On a night raid two of Aeneas’ men, devoted friends, Nisus
and Euryalus, lose their lives after wreaking havoc among the enemy. Nisus,
the elder of the two, could have got away, but turns back when Euryalus is
trapped, and gives his life to gain revenge by killing the man who has killed
his friend. The son of Aeneas and Creusa, Ascanius, who is also called Tulus
(eponym of the Julian family, from whom the emperor Augustus had descent
on the maternal side), performs various deeds of boyish prowess. Pallas, son
of Aeneas” ally Evander, an -Arcadian living at the place where Rome will
later be, is killed by Turnus. The wicked King Mezentius, wounded by
Aeneas, is aided by his son Lausus, and both father and son are killed.
Finally there is a duel between Aeneas and Turnus in which Turnus is killed.
Juno now capitulates, on terms: the Latins and the Trojans are to be joined
under Aeneas, but the name of Trojans is to be given up. Aeneas marries
Lavinia and founds the city of Lavinium.

The principal literary work embodying the story is, of course, Virgil’s
Aeneid. The Inferno of Dante’s Divine Comedy owes much to Aeneas’ descent
to the underworld (Aeneid, 6). The story of Dido and Aeneas is a favorite
subject; see, for example, Chaucer, The Legend of Good Women, and
Purcell’s opera, Dido and Aeneas.

Aeolus (€’6-lus) (1), son of Hellen (for whom see Deucalion), as well as being the
eponym of the Aeolian branch of the Greek race, was the progenitor of a
family of mythologically important persons. The Aeolids, as they are called,
are a genealogical group about as important as the geographical groups under
Athens and Thebes, though there is less continuity and connection among the
stories. Of the twelve children of Aeolus, six are important enough to need



