VIRGIN BIRTHS

NANCY: I'm and with me again is Dr. Bolchazy. Our topic today is virgin births. Dr. Bolchazy, the idea of a
virgin conceiving and giving birth without a male presents difficulty to the scientific mind, in spite of our

knowledge of cloning and parthenogenesis.

DR. BOLCHAZY: Yes, virgin birth baffles the scientific mind. And, I'm afraid, is a stumbling block to faith.

NANCY: Yet the idea of virgin birth is central to Christianity. For one thing, the doctrine of the virgin birth

of Christ is the basis of another important doctrine, namely, the divinity of Christ.

DR. BOLCHAZY: Historically, the two doctrines have been dependent on each other, rightly or wrongly.

NANCY: Is the doctrine of the virgin birth unique to Christianity?

DR. BOLCHAZY: The concept of virgin birth is common to all ancient cultures. We find stories of virgin
birth in Chinese culture. The mythologies of Egypt, Mesopotamia, India, Greece and ancient Rome

contain many examples of a god impregnating a mortal woman.

NANCY: How far back can you trace the concept of virgin birth?

DR. BOLCHAZY: The idea of virgin birth ultimately goes back to matriarchal societies when God was a

woman who conceived and created the world and other gods all by herself.

NANCY: Are these examples analogous to the Christian doctrine of virgin birth or are they only

superficially similar?

DR. BOLCHAZY: This question has created much controversy over the past two thousand years. The

dispute is not settled yet. And it never will be resolved to everybody's satisfaction—because the
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question involves faith. My personal view is this: Each individual should examine these different stories

of virgin birth and decide for himself whether the analogy is true or only apparent.

NANCY: Alright. Let's examine some of these stories of virgin birth to see if they are analogous to the

Christian concept.

DR. BOLCHAZY: I'll limit myself only to those cultures which had an immediate influence on Christian

thought, namely the Romans and the Greeks.

NANCY: Let's start with the Romans.

DR. BOLCHAZY: The Romans believed that their great, eternal city Rome had been founded by Romulus.

NANCY: Romulus was believed to be the son of Mars, the god of war. Please refresh my memory.

DR. BOLCHAZY: There was a king who had sons and one daughter, Rhea Silvia. This king was deposed by
his brother who killed the king's sons and forced the daughter to become a vestal priestess. The Vestals

had to remain virgins.

NANCY: Get thee to the nunnery.

DR. BOLCHAZY: Yes. As a vestal virgin, Rhea Silvia was not allowed to marry. But, she became pregnant
and gave birth to twins, Romulus and Remus. According to her, the father of the twins was Mars, the

god of war. The Romans believed this story.

NANCY: Didn't the uncle of Romulus and Remus try to kill the twins?

DR. BOLCHAZY: Yes, he did. He put the twins in a basket to drown them in the river. The river, however,

deposited the twins on the shore. A she-wolf found them and nourished them.

NANCY: And eventually Romulus founded Rome.
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DR. BOLCHAZY: Yes. And he became the first king of Rome. After many feats of courage and after giving
laws to his people, Romulus one day in his old age was holding a meeting on a hill. According to
tradition, suddenly there was lightning and thunder. Amidst the claps of thunder, Romulus was
enveloped in a cloud and taken up to heaven. Sometime later, a soldier saw Romulus appear in the sky

with a message and prophecy for the Romans.

NANCY: Was Romulus deified?

DR. BOLCHAZY: Yes, the Romans believed that Romulus was a god born of a god, although his mother

was a mortal woman, a royal virgin.

NANCY: The Greeks also had many myths of virgin birth, did they not?

DR. BOLCHAZY: Yes, indeed. Zeus alone sired at least twelve children on mortal women, usually royal
virgins. So did Apollo. Asclepius was a god born of a mortal woman and a god. Asclepius was a savior in
that he was the god of medicine. Perseus is another example of virgin birth. He was conceived by a

princess when Zeus visited her in a shower of gold.

NANCY: This is the Perseus who slew Medusa.

DR. BOLCHAZY: Yes, Medusa the evil one in Greek mythology.

NANCY: Of all these many virgin births in Greek mythology, which represents the closest parallel to

Christ?

DR. BOLCHAZY: The one that seems closest to the Christian concept is the virgin birth of Dionysus.

NANCY: Oh, yes, Dionysus who was killed and resurrected from the dead and who gave himself to his

followers in communion. What were the circumstances of his birth?
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DR. BOLCHAZY: A princess and virgin by the name of Semele was visited by Zeus. The offspring of that
union was Dionysus, the god of vegetation and wine, and, as you pointed out, the god of the Dionysiac
mysteries which promised eternal bliss to his followers and eternal damnation to those who refused to

accept him as their savior.

NANCY: When did this story of the virgin birth of Dionysus appear for the first time?

DR. BOLCHAZY: The belief in the virgin birth of Dionysus is well documented in the fifth century B.C.
Euripides tells the story in a powerful drama, The Bacchae. The Dionysiac mysteries enjoyed popularity

well into the Christian times.

NANCY: Dr. Bolchazy, you said there are stories of virgin births also in Egyptian, Mesopotamian, Indian

and Chinese cultures.

DR. BOLCHAZY: Yes. They are all similar to each other.

NANCY: And to the Christian doctrine?

DR. BOLCHAZY: Many scholars see similarities between the pagan stories of virgin births and the
Christian doctrine. They believe Christianity was influenced by these stories in formulating its doctrine of

the virgin birth of Christ.

NANCY: | see several problems. First, the gods of mythology impregnated mortal women in a natural

way. It was a physical act. There is no sex, however, involved in the Christian doctrine.

DR. BOLCHAZY: The gods of mythology are anthropomorphic. They are mere super-humans. So they
procreate, and they procreate usually in a natural physical way. The Christian God, however, thanks to

Greek philosophy, is a spiritual being. Sex, therefore, is out. The main point is not how? That's not
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important. Rather the main point is that the ancient world had the concept of virgin birth; that some

individuals were believed to have been born without a human father.

NANCY: The second problem | see is this: These gods you've mentioned like Romulus, Dionysus, Perseus,
and Asclepius are mythological beings. They were not historical. Christ, on the other hand, is a real

historical person.

DR. BOLCHAZY: That is a big difference. However this objection presents no real problem to scholars.

NANCY: Could you explain?

DR. BOLCHAZY: First, some of these gods of mythology had been real people way back. Legend,
however, made them gods in the course of time, and people attributed to them divine powers and
divine origins. Secondly, there were also real historical persons who were believed to have been sired by
a god. Plato, the Greek philosopher, was believed to have had a god for a father. Alexander the Great
and Zoroaster, the prophet of the good god, were also a result of virgin birth, according to tradition.

These are historical persons.

NANCY: How about in the time of Christ? Was there a real historical person believed to have been

fathered by a god?

DR. BOLCHAZY: Yes. Caesar Augustus. He lived between 63B.C. and 14 A.D. According to popular belief

during the first and second century A.D., Augustus was divinely conceived.

His mother on her way to a temple fell asleep. While she was asleep, a serpent entered her. The

serpent, of course, was a manifestation of the divine.

NANCY: Dr. Bolchazy, so far we've established only one thing. Namely, the idea that a god can

impregnate a mortal woman existed in all those cultures which antedated and influenced Christianity.
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DR. BOLCHAZY: Yes. That's all we've established.

NANCY: These gods and these historical persons you've mentioned as resulting from virgin birth were
not preexistent. Christ, however, was preexistent. According to Christianity, Christ existed before his
birth on earth, and he existed from all eternity. In time he came down from heaven. | think this is an

important difference.

DR. BOLCHAZY: Yes, it is. And it is precisely because of this big difference that some scholars claim that
the Christian concept of virgin birth was influenced not by their immediate Graeco-Roman milieu but

rather by Buddhism.

NANCY: Buddha, a preexistent god conceived miraculously?

DR. BOLCHAZY: Yes. According to one tradition, Buddha, a god living in heaven, decided to come to
earth in order to save mankind and to teach people the path to perfection. So this preexistent god, in
time, entered the womb of the queen. After ten months the queen gave birth to Buddha in the presence

of angels and all kinds of miracles.

NANCY: In preparing for this program | looked at the New Testament and noticed that only

Matthew and Luke mention the virgin birth. Mark, St. John, and St. Paul do not. Would you comment?

DR. BOLCHAZY: I'm not sure how significant their omissions are.

NANCY: Do the apocryphal books mention virgin birth?

DR. BOLCHAZY: One apocryphal Gospel mentions it. It is the Gospel of Pseudo-Matthew, in Chapter IX.

NANCY: Is it similar to the canonical Matthew?

DR. BOLCHAZY: Let me read it so you can judge for yourself.
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Now on a certain day, while Mary stood near the fountain to fill

her pitcher, the angel of the Lord appeared unto her, saying,

"Blessed art thou, Mary, for in thy womb thou hast prepared a

habitation for the Lord . Behold, light from heaven shall come and

dwell in thee, and through thee shall shine in all the world."

NANCY: So according to this account, Mary was standing at a water fountain.

DR. BOLCHAZY: This account differs from Matthew's.

NANCY: The Christian doctrine of virgin birth is the foundation of another doctrine, namely the divinity
of Christ. If the belief in virgin birth is destroyed, does it then not follow that the doctrine of the divinity

of Christ will suffer?

DR. BOLCHAZY: This, of course, has been the position of many theologians all these centuries. However

some modern theologians do not see the logic of this position.

NANCY: You mean one can believe in the divinity of Christ without believing in his virgin birth?

DR. BOLCHAZY: That is what many theologians hold. Christ, after all, is divine because people believe he

is divine. His divinity rests on faith alone, and not on proof.

It is belief not proof that makes Christ the son of God. Why can’t he be the son of God and at the same
time the son of Joseph and Mary? Secondly, if Jesus was to be a true man, and like us in all things save
sin, why then would he spurn the natural process of conception and birth and instead opt for the

miraculous, in imitation of the pagan gods?
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NANCY: The evangelists Matthew and Luke lived at a time when anybody famous enough was believed
to have been conceived by a god. The idea of a god impregnating a mortal woman was a common
mythological motif in those days. My question is: How might a modern Christian demythologize the

story of Christ’s virgin birth?

DR. BOLCHAZY: The evangelists in their mythological world-view used the concept of virgin birth as an
expression of their belief in the divinity of Christ. Once they became convinced of his divinity, then they
had no choice but to attribute a virgin birth to him. So, given the mythological world-view of the times, it
was expected that a god be conceived in a certain way -- namely by means of a virgin birth. In the
ancient world all the divine saviors were believed to have been conceived miraculously. A virgin birth

was the hall mark of divinity.

NANCY: So the belief in Christ’s divinity came first. Then came the belief in his virgin birth.

DR. BOLCHAZY: That is the educated guess of many scholars.

NANCY: Did the evangelists really believe in the virgin birth of Christ or did they use the myth of virgin

birth as a symbol?

DR. BOLCHAZY: | think they truly believed in his virgin birth. Their mythological milieu predisposed them

to attribute to Christ all that a typical god was supposed to have.

NANCY: Aside from their mythological world-view, did the evangelists have any other reason to believe

in the virgin birth of Christ?

DR. BOLCHAZY: Scholars see no proof for the virgin birth of Christ any more than they see proof for the
virgin birth of Dionysus, Perseus, Asclepius, Buddha, Plato, Alexander the Great and Caesar Augustus.

Nor is belief in the virgin birth necessary to maintain the belief in Christ’s divinity.
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NANCY: Thank you, Dr. Bolchazy.

NANCY: My pleasure
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