
Mottoes provide wisdom. 
Let them illustrate grammar too!

Use a Latin motto to start class—of course.
Use a motto in Latin as the example of a grammatical topic—why not?

A Few Examples from 1000 Latin Proverbs
Grammatical Topic Motto Example
Subjects vs. Direct Objects Amat victoria curam.
The use of –que Senatus Populusque Romanus.
Ablative of Place Where Latet anguis in herba.
Ablative of Means Victoria concordiā crescit.
Ablative of Manner Prudens cum curā vivit, stultus sine curā.
Neuter 2nd Declension Nouns Pauca sed bona.
Noun-Adjective Agreement Salus publica suprema lex.
Present Indicative Verbs: 1st Conjugation Te tua, me mea delectant.

2nd Conjugation Verba movent, 
3rd Conjugation Exempla trahunt,
3io Conjugation Labores pariunt honores.

Ablative Absolute Latrante uno, latrat statim et alter canis.
Perfect Active Infinitive Turpe est odisse quem laudes. 
Subjunctive Verbs Ignem igni ne addas.

© 2003 Bolchazy-Carducci Publishers, Inc. · 1000 Brown St., Unit 101 · Wauconda, IL 60084 USA · Editor: LeaAnn Osburn


