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St. Nicholas of Myra is widely held to be the original Santa Claus
Nicolaus dé Myra ca. 270 A.D. to ca. 345 A.D.

Adapted from Symeon Metaphrastes’ Stories of Christianity

Nicolaus dé Myra erat Episcopus Ecclésiae Christianae urbis Myrae in Asia Minore.

Persecuitionem Romani Imperatoris Dioclétiant Nicolaus tulit. Quandd Constantinus factus est primus

Christianus Imperator Romanorum, Nicolaus liberatus est et iterum Christiands in Myra caravit.

Mortuus est sexto die Decembris.

Nicolaus homineés diléxit. Praecipué Iiberos amavit. Fabulae dé ed multae sunt. Divitias dé patre

habuit, et dona, praecipué in natali Iésa, liberis dedit. Post mortem Nicolal, hominés dona dedérunt in

natali Iesii et dixérunt, “Sunt dona Sancti Nicolai.”

In multas terras fabulae Sancti Nicolal portatae sunt. Formae nominis eius sunt “Sinterklaus” et

“Santa Claus.”

Vocabulary

am-o 1 to love

Constantin-us —1 m Constantine, Roman commander and
emperor

car-o 1 to take care of, to care for

Decemb-er —ris m December

do dare dedi datum to give

dic:0 —ere dix1 dictum to say

di-es —e1 m day

dilig-6 —ere diléxi dilectum to love above all others, even oneself

diviti-ae —arum fpl riches

don-um -1 n gift

ecclési-a —ae f church

episcop-us —1 m bishop

etiam adv also

fabul-a —ae f story

factus est (he) was made

fere adv almost

form-a —ae f form

frig-us —oris n cold

hic adv here

hom-6 —inis m human being, man; pl people

imperat-or —oris m commander, emperor

in natali Iesa on the birthday of Jesus
iterum adv again

Iiber-1 —orum mpl children

Iiber-6 1 to set free

mor-s —tis f death

mortuus est he died

Myr-a —ae f a city in Asia Minor
natalis natalis m birthday

Nicola-us -1 m Nicholas

nom-en —inis m name

pater patris m father

perseciiti-o —onis f persecution

post prep w acc after

praecipué especially

prim-us —a —um first

quandd conj when

Sanctus Nicolaus Sancti Nicolat m Saint Nicholas
sexto di€ on the sixth day
similiter adv likewise, similarly
terr-a —ae f land

tulit he endured

urb-s —is f city



Translation
Nicholas of Myra ca. 270 A.D. to ca. 345 A.D.
Adapted from Symeon Metaphrastes’ Stories of Christianity

Nicholas of Myra was Bishop of the Christian Church of the city of Myra in Asia Minor. He endured
the persecution of the Roman Emperor Diocletian. When Constantine was made the first Christian Emperor
of the Romans, Nicholas was freed and again took care of the Christians in Myra. He died on the sixth of
December.

Nicholas loved mankind. He especially loved children. The stories about him are many. He had riches
from his parents, and he gave gifts to children, especially on the birthday of Jesus.

After the death of Nicholas, people gave gifts on the birthday of Jesus and said, “They are gifts of Saint
Nicholas.”

The stories of Saint Nicholas were carried into many lands. Forms of his name are “Sinterklaus™ and
“Santa Claus.”
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